Before

THE TOBYHANNA TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

In Re: Regular Meeting

Tobyhanna Township Government Center Building
105 Government Center Way
Pocono Pines, Pennsylvania 18350
Thursday, December 3, 2015, beginning at 5:30 p.m.

PRESENT: MARK SINCAVAGE, Chairperson
JOSEPH MILLER, Vice-Chairperson
ANNE LAMBERTON, Secretary
PATRICIA M. RINEHIMER, Board Member
MICHELLE BISBING, Board Member
ROBERT J. McHALE, Township Engineer

MATTHEW J. McHUGH, ESQUIRE, Solicitor

ALSO PRESENT: Maureen Minnick, Zoning Officer

Panko Reporting
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537 Sarah Street, Second Floor
Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania 18360
(570) 421-3620

MR. SINCAVAGE: Okay. It's
5:30. We'll call the regularly scheduled meeting
of the Tobyhanna Township Planning Commission to
order.

Any public comment? Hearing
none.

We'll move on to consideration
of the minutes of August the 6th, 2015. You all
had the opportunity to look at them? Do I have a
motion to approve?

MS. BISBING: So moved.

MR. SINCAVAGE: I have a
motion. Do I have a second to the motion?

MR. MILLER: Second.

MR. SINCAVAGE: Motion and
seconded.

All in favor, please say aye?

BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

MS. LAMBERTON: I'm gonna

abstain. I wasn't present.
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MR. SINCAVAGE: We'll move on
to old business. Anything on Morroni?

MS. MINNICK: Morroni,
nothing.

MR. SINCAVAGE: I'll entertain

a motion to table Morroni minor subdivision.

MS. LAMBERTON: So moved.

MR. SINCAVAGE: I have a
motion. Do I have a second to the motion?

MS. RINEHIMER: I'll second.

MR. SINCAVAGE: Motion and
seconded.

All in favor, please say aye?

BOARD MEMBERS:  Aye.

MS. LAMBERTON: Is there any
reason that it's like not moving forward, Maureen,
or are we, I mean —

MS. MINNICK: There's some
legal issues on the property I know, so, I know
that he was trying to work them out.

MR. SINCAVAGE: But that's been
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almost a year now.

MS. MINNICK:  Yeah.

MR. SINCAVAGE: Should we have
our attorney contact them like we have done in the
past and say we need some movement or please
withdraw the application —-

MS. LAMBERTON: I mean, what's
it hurting?

MR. SINCAVAGE: It doesn't hurt

us.

MS. LAMBERTON: No, it doesn't
hurt. I'd say let him go, see how he — just keep
in contact with him, I guess, I would like to see,
Maureen, maybe instead of —

MS. MINNICK: I do on a monthly
basis I reach out to him.

MS. LAMBERTON: Okay.

MS. MINNICK: Hey, are we going
anywhere?

MS. LAMBERTON: Thank you.

MS. MINNICK: Yep.

MR. SINCAVAGE: Okay. Move on
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to the conditional use application for the Monroe
County Transit Authority. It's a bus shelter at
Kalahari.

Mr. Forbes, do you have anything
you would like to comment on or ——

MR. HARRY FORBES: I'm just
here doing my job.

MR. SINCAVAGE: Okay. Bob, do
you have anything?

MR. McHALE: No, sir.

MR. SINCAVAGE: Any questions

from the commission?

MS. BISBING: I couldn't tell
like on the map, where is it gonna go exactly? I
can't really tell by looking at this.

MS. LAMBERTON: Right when you
come in the main entrance ——

MS. BISBING: Yeah.

MS. LAMBERTON: —— you go to
the roundabout underneath the porte-cochere, right

to the right there. Right —-
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MS. BISBING: Oh, okay.

MS. LAMBERTON: Right in the
front of —

MS. BISBING: Okay.

MS. LAMBERTON: And you know
where the three little elephants are?

MS. BISBING: Yep.

MS. LAMBERTON: A little bit
past them.

MS. BISBING:  Okay.

MS. LAMBERTON: It's a perfect
spot.

MS. BISBING: Okay. That's
fine. I just —— I couldn't tell by this.

MS. LAMBERTON: Hey, it's

giving people public transportation for jobs.

MS. BISBING: Oh, hey, I'm all
for it.

MS. LAMBERTON: I think it's
wonderful.

MS. BISBING: They —— I mean,

they did a special route for their employees —-
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absolutely.

it.

great.

MS. LAMBERTON: Yeah,

MS. BISBING: —— so I'm all for
I think it's

MS. LAMBERTON:

MR. SINCAVAGE: And this is the

temporary location, from what I understand, because

it will get moved after Phase 2 is completed?

was ——

where?

it.

determine that yet?

just curious.

MS. BISBING: That's the way I

MS. LAMBERTON: Do we know to

MR. HARRY FORBES: I don't have

MS. LAMBERTON: They didn't
Okay.
MR. HARRY FORBES:

No —

MS. LAMBERTON: Okay. I was

MR. HARRY FORBES: -- located
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it.

MS. LAMBERTON: Well, wherever
it worked for them, works for me.

MR. McHALE: This was the most
recent approved land development set.

MR. SINCAVAGE: So that's where
they have the valet parking, correct?

MS. LAMBERTON: Before you go
under the —-

MR. SINCAVAGE: No, the valet
parking ——

MS. LAMBERTON: Yes, yes,
you're absolutely right, that's the parking lot for
it.

MR. HARRY FORBES: Where all
the employees come and go right now.

MS. LAMBERTON: Makes sense.

MR. SINCAVAGE: And they're
asking for a waiver for all the permit fees. I
guess that's up to the supervisors, whether or not
they're going to accept that or not.

MS. MINNICK: Yeah, I believe

that was taken —— they were approved.
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MS. LAMBERTON: Yes, they were
at our last meeting. It's already been approved.

MR. McHALE: Just one quick
note. Maureen, the specifications for the shelter
that was submitted, it has a roof load of 25 and
exposure category of B; basic wind speed looks
appropriate, 90 — but I assume you're going to
have Bill Burton or —— look at this or he would
have to issue a permit or something, so he'll check
those numbers?

MS. MINNICK: He would 'cause
it is commercial.

MR. McHALE: Okay.

MR. SINCAVAGE: Are they gonna
have any advertisement on this? I mean, I know
it's (inaudible) an issue with the bus shelters.

MS. MINNICK: It hasn't been
proposed to me so —

MR. HARRY FORBES: I don't
think Kalahari would agree to it with the transit
authority for that reason so —

MS. LAMBERTON: Keep it clean
looking.

MR. HARRY FORBES: Yeah. You
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know how they are anyhow. You don't want

(inaudible) or somebody coming up and putting their
name —-

MS. LAMBERTON: Absolutely.

MR. HARRY FORBES: ——so0 I
don't think you're gonna see that.

MR. SINCAVAGE: Well, then if
the applicant doesn't have any objection, I'd like
to see one of the conditions be that there'll be no
advertisement on the structure.

MS. LAMBERTON: What if
Kalahari wants to put something on it?

MR. SINCAVAGE: That's what I
was thinking but —-

MR. HARRY FORBES: I haven't
heard —— nobody's talked about this.

MS. LAMBERTON: How about any

off-site signs?

MR. SINCAVAGE: No, off —— TI'1ll

agree with off-site.

MS. LAMBERTON: 'Cause then
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that gives them ——

MR. HARRY FORBES: Yeah, that
gives them the op —-

MS. LAMBERTON: —— the freedom

to put maybe for this —— for, you know, Kalahari

bus stop, you know what I mean? If they want to
designate —— I don't know. I'm just throwing that
out.

Do you know if anybody had any
thoughts of putting —— okay.

MR. HARRY FORBES: I haven't
heard —-

MS. MINNICK: No, I don't.

MS. LAMBERTON: I'd be okay ——
I'd agree with Mark and just make it for any
off-premise signage.

MR. HARRY FORBES: No off
signage.

MS. LAMBERTON: Not to
advertise something else on that bus stop that's
not Kalahari.

MR. SINCAVAGE: Okay. And I
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don't even know if it's allowed under our
ordinance.

MS. LAMBERTON: It probably
wouldn't be.

MR. SINCAVAGE: But I'm not
sure, but I don't want to see advertisement all
over from —— from someone else. It's a temporary

structure, so I guess it's okay.

Okay. So I'll entertain a
motion to approve the conditional use application
for the Monroe County Transit Authority bus shelter
at Kalahari.

(Inaudible comment by Mr.
Sincavage whispered to Mr. McHugh.)

MR. McHUGH: Yeah, I had to
double-check myself.

MR. SINCAVAGE: With the
condition, one, that the township building codes
officials review the structure plans and verify the
—— the structural integrity of the structure; and

two, that no advertisement are allowed on this
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structure except for on-site businesses.

MS. BISBING: I'll make that
motion.

MR. SINCAVAGE: I have a
motion. Do I have a second to the motion?

MR. MILLER: Second.

MR. SINCAVAGE: Motion and
seconded.

All in favor, please say aye?

BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

MR. SINCAVAGE: We're good?

Next item on our agenda is

Blakeslee Overlay. I asked that this be put on the
agenda, just we haven't met in a while and Michelle
and I are serving on the committee.

Yes, Annie, I see you smiling.
I know who got us on there.

MS. LAMBERTON: Sorry. It
makes sense.

MR. SINCAVAGE: Sure. Just
like we needed another —-

MS. LAMBERTON: It happens when
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you're not in the room.

MR. SINCAVAGE: —-— committee to
go to.

So I think it's moving ahead
fine. I did make the last meeting. I don't know
what happened at the last meeting, but the first
meeting we had the —— just initial input and stuff
like that.

MS. BISBING: We had a lot of
discussion. We were —-- it was like two and a half
hour meeting, I would say.

Right, Maureen?

MS. MINNICK: Um-hum.

MS. BISBING: Discussion

about, you know, what we'd like to see; you know,

looked at pic —— photos of, you know, this versus
this signage; you know, placement of —— of where
parking is, that whole —- whole thing and just kind
of open discussion about, you know, ideas that
people might have for what we could do. We didn't

really come to any decisions. We're meeting —— not
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meeting again until ——

MS. MINNICK: January.

MS. BISBING: —— January.

MS. MINNICK: Right. And
there was some direction that we needed to get from
the board, from the board of supervisors. There
was some issues with our zoning ordinance, that
they're too lenient to do a village overlay. If we
were to put a village overlay in now, it wouldn't
work because our zoning is so lenient to begin
with. So there were some restrictions —-— or some
questions that —- that we had to ask for, you know,
ask to the board to move forward.

MS. BISBING: We also talked

about the —— 1like what the actual area would be,
what would the boundary look like. We —— someone
said, well, what's the —— maybe it's the area that

has access to sewer and then we said well, no,

that's —— maybe that's not it, maybe it's from this

point to this point, you know, on 115 and this

point to this point on 940.

I think there is some mapping in
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—— 1in the document that was produced from the last
visioning session and I think we were kind of
leaning toward the one that had the —-- designated
all of the commercial area around, you know, in
Blakeslee Corners, but anything past that would not
be included.

What else did we talk about?

MS. MINNICK: That was pretty
much it. And then —

MS. BISBING: Yeah.

MS. MINNICK: —— trying to get
over that hump with the zoning and how to move
forward with that.

MS. BISBING: Phyllis forwarded
to us the traffic counts too. They were —— I think
they were dated 2011.

MS. MINNICK: Yeah, they were
race weekend. They did it on race weekend —-

MS. LAMBERTON: How many cars?

MS. MINNICK: -— the traffic
count, if I do remember.

MS. LAMBERTON: How many cars?
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MS. BISBING: Oh, I don't know.
There were several files that she sent and we have
to —— I'd have to go open each one up and look at
them.

MS. MINNICK: The traffic
counts were ——

MR. McHALE: PennDOT's data is
generally about 7500.

MS. BISBING: They weren't as
high as what we were expect —— like I think they
expected them to be a lot higher for some reason
than what they were.

When talking to potential ——
either developers or folks that are interested in
doing retail, they want to see a certain number and
it evidently wasn't what they were looking for.

But I think, you know, we could request the Monroe
County Planning Commission to do some updated
counts if the committee or the board so chooses.

They ask us all the time, the
Economic Development Corporation, where do we want
traffic counts done. They do them annually. They
won't do anymore this year because of weather. If

it snows the —— you know, the plows come through
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and dig up the things, but in the spring we could

request updated counts.
MS. MINNICK: Yeah, absolutely.
MS. LAMBERTON: Yeah, because
when you —— check with Wawa, but I think that their

traffic is the highest traffic in that Wawa, in

Blakeslee.

MS. BISBING: It is.

MS. LAMBERTON: That's amazing
to me.

MS. MINNICK: We've talked
about that.

MS. BISBING: We've talked
about that.

MS. MINNICK: You know, we're
all right.

MS. BISBING: It's a busy
Dunkin' Donuts, it's a busy Wawa and it's a busy
CVS.

MS. LAMBERTON: I mean, so for
on a retail aspect if you had, you know, clients —-

MR. SINCAVAGE: Yeah, but the
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funny thing is, when those businesses built, the
traffic counts were not there. They —-
MS. LAMBERTON: They took a

chance. They took a chance.

MS. BISBING: It's a chick and
an egg, what, you know —-

MR. SINCAVAGE: I know. And
it's very strange because I've had traffic counts
done multiple times out at my site to try to get
businesses in and —— through the planning
commission, 'cause they are very helpful with that;
and the traffic counts do not meet their models and
some of them just won't do it, but yet when they
build here, they're one of the busiest in their
whole existence.

MS. BISBING: Right.

MS. LAMBERTON: Could we ask
Maureen to reach out to Wawa, CVS and that Dunkin'
Donuts and get some sort of annual report on how
that location —-

MS. MINNICK: Differs from
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other locations?

MS. LAMBERTON: —-— differs from
other locations and maybe we can use that as a
township —

MR. SINCAVAGE: Right. That's
a good idea.

MS. LAMBERTON: —- to help with

like economic development for you guys when people

come in and say I know this is hard to believe ——

MS. BISBING: To help build the
case —-—

MR. SINCAVAGE: Right.

MS. LAMBERTON: Exactly. That
might help us.

MS. BISBING: —— you know, a
developer who might be interested in coming in —-

MS. LAMBERTON: Look at it,
there's nothing there, what can —— you know, what
kind of traffic could there possibly be.

I have another question too, and
I contacted PennDOT and they allow bike lanes, and

they will allow them on 940 and 115 if we as a
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township apply for them. I don't know how
everybody else feels about that, but I'd like to at
least look into that and, I mean, if we're getting
into like the walkable, the Pocono thing where, you
know, you can go from Pocono Lake Preserve, go out
to Blakeslee, do a little shopping, you know what I
mean?

MS. BISBING: Well, and part of
our thought was too, is going —— you have Austin
Blakeslee Natural Area, south of Blakeslee Corners,

and then there's another —— I forget the name of

it.

MS. MINNICK: Thomas —— Thomas

Darling —
MS. BISBING: North of it —-
MS. MINNICK: —— Preserve.
MS. LAMBERTON:  Yeah.
MS. BISBING: -— so that was
kind of our 115 boundary as far as —— and then, you

know, you kind of build from there; so bike paths

through there would be —— I mean, if we could do
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that —-

MS. LAMBERTON: It's a matter
of a permit. I called down to Allentown, I was so
surprised, I'm like nothing —-

(Reporter directed to go off the
record by Ms. Lamberton.)

MS. LAMBERTON: Okay. You can
go back.

MR. SINCAVAGE: Yes, but —— we
—— I was part of the committee that we looked in
doing the bike lanes ——

MS. LAMBERTON:  Okay.

MR. SINCAVAGE: —— and, yeah,
they'1ll tell you, yeah, you can do them, in the

township you can do them; but the requirements to

do them are pretty stringent.

MS. LAMBERTON: Well, it was a
matter of maintenance, as far as maintaining —-

MR. SINCAVAGE: No, no, but
actually constructing them 'cause there has to be
so much buffer. Bob could correct me if I'm wrong,

but there's buffers that have to be maintained
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between the actual traffic and the actual bike
lane. It can't go —— you know, we would —- 'cause
we wanted to put it in that eight foot paved
shoulder that we have all the way down from
Blakeslee, all the way to Pocono Lake ——

MS. LAMBERTON: Right.

MR. SINCAVAGE: —— you know,
the shoulder on both sides is eight foot wide. And
we wanted to just put bike lines in there and they
said no.

MS. LAMBERTON: They might have
changed their tune.

MR. SINCAVAGE: Okay.

MS. BISBING: That would be
good.

MR. SINCAVAGE: That would be
good.

MS. LAMBERTON: Because they

said then what we would have is the burden of the
maintenance of it, so the painting of the

indicators showing, you know, the hash marks and
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the bike ——

MR. McHALE:

MS. LAMBERTON:

Signage.

—— and signage,

yes. And I did explain the same argument. I said,

you know, what do we need to keep them away from

the traffic and they're like nothing, you would

just use the eight or ten foot berm that you have.

And I'm like it's all paved all the way, I mean,

it's —— it's perfect.

MR.
the way —

MS.
amazing.

MR.

MS.
could —-

MR.

great start.

MS.

McHALE:

LAMBBERTON :

SINCAVAGE:

LAMBERTON :

SINCAVAGE:

LAMBERTON:

The shoulder all

The shoulder's

Yeah, it is.

So if we maybe

That would be a

—— have Maureen

and Bob take a look at that and I will look in my

notes and forward you the gentleman that I talked

to. Okay?
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MR. SINCAVAGE: But the problem
is around 115 because the shoulders are not eight
foot (inaudible). They're sectioned through, but
it's not eight foot all the way through.

MS. LAMBERTON: You're just
gonna have to get beefier tires.

MR. SINCAVAGE: Well, I was —
I mean, why don't you look and see if you can get
grant money to build them —-

MS. LAMBERTON: Right. Yeah.
And connect them where —-

MR. SINCAVAGE: Widen it out
because the right of way's there.

MS. LAMBERTON: Right.
Exactly.

MR. SINCAVAGE: There's plenty
of right of way there.

MS. LAMBERTON: Right.

MS. BISBING: It would be the
multimodal —— PennDOT multimodal ——

MR. SINCAVAGE: Yep.

MS. BISBING: I mean, this
round, the applications are due December 18 or 19,
so we wouldn't be able to do it this round, but

maybe next round. I think they do them twice a
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year, so it will probably be —— I'm thinking July
maybe.

MS. LAMBERTON: Okay.

MS. BISBING: And then if not,
it will be next year or so.

MS. LAMBERTON: We'll try for
whatever we can.

MS. BISBING: But that's ——
that's one of the eligible type projects for that
—— that money, multimodal transportation fund
encourages.

MR. SINCAVAGE: The Darling
Preserve, you have to do that on —— on Burger Road,
right? So -- right?

MS. MINNICK: I don't know.

MR. SINCAVAGE: There's a —
there's a trail ——

MS. MINNICK: It's off of ——
it's off of Caughbaugh. 1It's off of Caughbaugh
Road.

MR. SINCAVAGE: Yeah, but I
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think there's a trailhead too at Burger —-
MS. MINNICK: Oh, is there?
There might be.

MR. SINCAVAGE: Yeah, but —-

going back Transco, at the end there?

MS. MINNICK: There might ——
there might be, but it would be nice to be able to
connect those two —-

MR. SINCAVAGE: So we would
want to go all the way to Caughbaugh if we could.

MS. MINNICK: Yeah.

MS. LAMBERTON: That would be
neat.

MR. SINCAVAGE: We could all go
from the Blakeslee Preserve all the way to
Caughbaugh Road along there with a bike path. And
that would open up Blakeslee too. And of course
take the one down 940 to bring people in from
Pocono Lake, Pocono Pine —

MS. LAMBERTON: Right.

MR. SINCAVAGE: —— because they

would bike over.
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MS. LAMBERTON: Okay.

MR. SINCAVAGE: Okay. Good
ideas. Anything else?

All right. We have to approve
our 2016 planning commission schedule. It was
submitted to us. I took a look at it. I didn't

have any problem. Does anyone else?

Do I have a motion to approve
the schedule for 2016 as presented?

MR. MILLER: Moved.

MS. LAMBERTON: So moved.

MR. SINCAVAGE: I have a
motion. Do I have a second to the motion?

MS. LAMBERTON: Second.

MR. SINCAVAGE: Motion and
seconded.

All those in favor, please say
aye?

BOARD MEMBERS: Aye.

(Reporter directed to go off the

record by Mr. Sincavage.)
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MR. SINCAVAGE: Okay. Anything
else to come before the board then? All right.
We stand adjourned.

(Meeting concluded at 5:50

p.m.)

I hereby certify that the
proceedings and evidence are contained fully and
accurately, to the best of my ability, in the notes
taken by me at the meeting in the above matter; and

that the foregoing is a true and correct transcript
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of the same.

COURTNEY L. ROGERS



